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Cuba,	
  Mexico,	
  
Venezuela	
  Basics	
  

Dr.	
  Rich	
  Edwards	
  
Professor	
  of	
  CommunicaCon	
  Studies	
  

Baylor	
  University	
  

Resolved:	
  The	
  United	
  States	
  
federal	
  government	
  should	
  
substanCally	
  increase	
  its	
  

economic	
  engagement	
  toward	
  
Cuba,	
  Mexico	
  or	
  Venezuela.	
  

SubstanCally:	
  How	
  much	
  is	
  that?	
  

Increase:	
  QuanCty	
  or	
  Quality?	
  

Its:	
  Only	
  the	
  U.S.	
  Government?	
  

Economic	
  engagement:	
  Change	
  
behavior?	
  

Toward:	
  Why	
  not	
  “with”?	
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�The	
  U.S.	
  has	
  very	
  liWle	
  economic	
  engagement	
  with	
  Cuba:	
  

u In	
  1959,	
  Fidel	
  Castro	
  naConalized	
  all	
  private	
  
property.	
  

u President	
  John	
  F.	
  Kennedy	
  ordered	
  an	
  
economic	
  embargo	
  	
  

u 1963:	
  Cuban	
  Assets	
  Control	
  RegulaCons	
  
(CACR)	
  –	
  Codified	
  the	
  embargo;	
  gave	
  power	
  
to	
  the	
  Office	
  of	
  Foreign	
  Assets	
  Control	
  
(OFAC)	
  

u 1992:	
  Cuban	
  Democracy	
  Act	
  (CDA)	
  –	
  Limits	
  
on	
  U.S.	
  subsidiaries	
  and	
  vessels	
  landing	
  in	
  
U.S.	
  ports	
  

u 1996:	
  Cuban	
  Liberty	
  and	
  DemocraCc	
  
Solidarity	
  Act	
  (LIBERTAD),	
  also	
  known	
  as	
  the	
  
Helms-­‐Burton	
  Act	
  	
  

u 2009:	
  Liiing	
  of	
  many	
  embargo	
  restricCons	
  

u 2009:	
  Cuban	
  arrest	
  of	
  Alan	
  Gross	
  

	
  

�How	
  did	
  the	
  U.S.	
  acquire	
  Guantanamo	
  Bay?	
  

u Naval	
  Coaling	
  StaCon	
  starCng	
  in	
  1903	
  
u U.S.	
  and	
  Cuba	
  agreed	
  to	
  a	
  permanent	
  lease	
  arrangement	
  in	
  1934	
  
u Annual	
  lease	
  amount:	
  2,000	
  in	
  gold	
  coins	
  –	
  currently	
  about	
  $4,000	
  per	
  year;	
  
45	
  square	
  miles;	
  	
  

�The	
  U.S.	
  already	
  has	
  extensive	
  economic	
  engagement	
  
with	
  Mexico:	
  
u NAFTA	
  impacts:	
  80%	
  of	
  
Mexican	
  imports	
  to	
  the	
  U.S.;	
  
Mexico	
  is	
  the	
  2nd	
  Largest	
  U.S.	
  
Trading	
  Partner	
  

u The	
  Merida	
  IniCaCve	
  

u Millions	
  of	
  undocumented	
  
immigrants	
  

u 90%	
  of	
  Cartel	
  weapons	
  from	
  
the	
  U.S.	
  

u 90%	
  of	
  cocaine	
  in	
  the	
  U.S.	
  and	
  
50%	
  of	
  marijuana	
  from	
  Mexico	
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�The	
  U.S.	
  acCvely	
  trades	
  with	
  Venezuela:	
  
u Citgo,	
  a	
  major	
  oil	
  company	
  doing	
  
business	
  in	
  the	
  U.S.	
  is	
  wholly	
  owned	
  
by	
  Venezuela.	
  

u 90%	
  of	
  Venezuela’s	
  export	
  revenue	
  
comes	
  from	
  the	
  U.S.	
  

u The	
  U.S.	
  has	
  a	
  few	
  wrist-­‐slapping	
  
economic	
  sancCons	
  on	
  Venezuela:	
  
Citgo	
  is	
  prohibited	
  from	
  bidding	
  for	
  
U.S.	
  government	
  contracts	
  because	
  
Venezuela	
  acCvely	
  trades	
  with	
  Iran.	
  

u The	
  government	
  of	
  Nicolas	
  Maduro	
  
conCnues	
  to	
  accuse	
  the	
  U.S.	
  of	
  
various	
  illegal	
  acts	
  in	
  Venezuela	
  and	
  
around	
  the	
  world.	
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Rich	
  Edwards	
  
Professor	
  of	
  Communica9on	
  Studies	
  

Baylor	
  University	
  

LiB	
  the	
  Cuban	
  Economic	
  Embargo	
  

Harm:	
  Immoral	
  policy	
  (harms	
  the	
  Cuban	
  people);	
  
Perpetuates	
  human	
  rights	
  abuses	
  

Inherency:	
  Helms-­‐Burton	
  Act	
  

Solvency:	
  	
  

Doug	
  Bandow,	
  (Sr.	
  Fellow,	
  Cato	
  Ins9tute),	
  TIME	
  TO	
  
END	
  THE	
  CUBAN	
  EMBARGO,	
  Dec.	
  11,	
  2012.	
  
Retrieved	
  Jan.	
  30,	
  2012	
  from	
  
hZp://www.cato.org/publica9ons/commentary/
9me-­‐end-­‐cuba-­‐embargo.	
  LiBing	
  sanc9ons	
  would	
  be	
  
a	
  victory	
  not	
  for	
  Fidel	
  Castro,	
  but	
  for	
  the	
  power	
  of	
  
free	
  people	
  to	
  spread	
  liberty.	
  As	
  Griswold	
  argued,	
  
“commercial	
  engagement	
  is	
  the	
  best	
  way	
  to	
  
encourage	
  more	
  open	
  socie9es	
  abroad.”	
  	
  

Agricultural	
  Trade	
  With	
  Cuba	
  

Harm:	
  Hunger	
  among	
  the	
  Cuban	
  people	
  
Inherency:	
  	
  Strange	
  OFAC	
  ruling	
  on	
  

agricultural	
  sales	
  to	
  Cuba	
  	
  	
  
Solvency:	
  Allow	
  banking	
  transac9ons	
  for	
  food	
  
Roger	
  Johnson,	
  (President,	
  Na9onal	
  Farmers	
  
Union),	
  HEARING	
  TO	
  REVIEW	
  U.S.	
  
AGRICULTURAL	
  SALES	
  TO	
  CUBA,	
  House	
  
Hearing,	
  Mar.	
  11,	
  2010,	
  12.	
  If	
  direct	
  banking	
  
transfers	
  were	
  permiZed	
  between	
  the	
  U.S.	
  
and	
  Cuba	
  for	
  the	
  purchase	
  of	
  American-­‐made	
  
products	
  by	
  Cuba,	
  notable	
  posi9ve	
  impacts	
  
on	
  both	
  countries'	
  economies	
  would	
  be	
  
possible,	
  crea9ng	
  a	
  win-­‐win	
  situa9on.	
  Current	
  
U.S.	
  policy	
  is	
  designed	
  to	
  use	
  food	
  as	
  a	
  
weapon,	
  and	
  it	
  has	
  failed.	
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Oil	
  in	
  the	
  North	
  Cuba	
  Basin	
  

Harm:	
  Oil	
  spill	
  in	
  the	
  North	
  Cuba	
  Basin	
  
Inherency:	
  	
  Embargo	
  bans	
  U.S.	
  oil	
  company	
  

involvement	
  
Solvency:	
  	
  
Sally	
  Shelton-­‐Colby,	
  (Diplomat	
  in	
  Residence,	
  School	
  
of	
  Interna9onal	
  Service,	
  American	
  U.),	
  THE	
  
BROOKINGS	
  INSTITUTION,	
  May	
  21,	
  2012,	
  21.	
  The	
  
U.S.	
  clearly	
  has	
  an	
  interest	
  in	
  a	
  BP-­‐like	
  accident	
  not	
  
happening,	
  Florida	
  and	
  all	
  the	
  Gulf	
  States,	
  but	
  the	
  
rest	
  of	
  the	
  country,	
  more	
  broadly.	
  However,	
  given	
  
the	
  embargo,	
  the	
  sanc9ons,	
  the	
  U.S.	
  could	
  not	
  
respond	
  quickly	
  if,	
  in	
  fact,	
  there	
  were	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  
manmade	
  disaster.	
  So,	
  we're	
  recommending	
  that	
  the	
  
U.S.	
  government	
  take	
  steps	
  to	
  suspend	
  those	
  
sanc9ons	
  which	
  prohibit	
  the	
  U.S.	
  from	
  coming	
  to	
  the	
  
prompt	
  assistance	
  of	
  Cuba	
  and,	
  frankly,	
  of	
  ourselves.	
  	
  

Tourist	
  Travel	
  to	
  Cuba	
  

Harm:	
  Right	
  to	
  travel	
  
Inherency:	
  	
  Travel	
  ban	
  for	
  ordinary	
  U.S.	
  ci9zens	
  
Solvency:	
  	
  
JarreZ	
  Barrios,	
  (Founder	
  of	
  the	
  Humanitarian	
  
Organiza9on,	
  ACCESSO	
  &	
  CEO,	
  American	
  Red	
  Cross,	
  
Eastern	
  MassachuseZs),	
  CONNECTICUT	
  PUBLIC	
  
INTEREST	
  LAW	
  JOURNAL,	
  Fall	
  2011,	
  27.	
  There	
  are	
  
ample	
  reasons	
  why	
  the	
  President	
  should	
  open	
  up	
  
travel	
  to	
  Cuba:	
  it	
  supports	
  the	
  individual	
  right	
  to	
  
travel	
  of	
  U.S.	
  ci9zens;	
  it	
  rejects	
  the	
  ethically	
  
ques9onable	
  and	
  controversial	
  strategy	
  of	
  resource	
  
denial	
  to	
  advance	
  foreign	
  policy	
  objec9ves;	
  efforts	
  
to	
  isolate	
  Cuba	
  have	
  retarded	
  efforts	
  to	
  grow	
  civil	
  
society	
  on	
  the	
  island;	
  a	
  majority	
  of	
  Cuban	
  
Americans	
  now	
  support	
  such	
  repeal;	
  and	
  it	
  is	
  not	
  
fair	
  policy	
  to	
  promote	
  in	
  the	
  present	
  poli9cal	
  
context.	
  	
  

Return	
  Guantanamo	
  Bay	
  

Harm:	
  Imperialism	
  at	
  its	
  worse	
  
Inherency:	
  	
  Congress	
  blocking	
  base	
  
closing	
  

Solvency:	
  	
  
David	
  Perez,	
  (J.D.,	
  Yale	
  Law	
  School),	
  
HARVARD	
  LATINO	
  LAW	
  REVIEW,	
  Spr.	
  
2010,	
  213.	
  Closing	
  Guantanamo	
  Bay	
  
would	
  have	
  reverbera9ng	
  effects,	
  not	
  just	
  
in	
  Cuba	
  and	
  La9n	
  America,	
  but	
  also	
  
throughout	
  the	
  world.	
  Guantanamo	
  Bay	
  
has	
  come	
  to	
  "represent	
  the	
  image	
  of	
  an	
  
intolerant,	
  abusive,	
  unjust	
  America."	
  Its	
  
"very	
  existence	
  undermines	
  America's	
  
ability	
  to	
  carry	
  forth	
  a	
  message	
  of	
  
principled	
  op9mism	
  and	
  hope.”	
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Enable	
  Sale	
  of	
  Medical	
  Supplies	
  

Harm:	
  Needless	
  deaths	
  among	
  Cuban	
  
people	
  

Inherency:	
  	
  Strange	
  OFAC	
  ruling	
  	
  
Solvency:	
  	
  
Amnesty	
  Interna9onal,	
  THE	
  US	
  
EMBARGO	
  AGAINST	
  CUBA:	
  ITS	
  IMPACT	
  
ON	
  ECONOMIC	
  AND	
  SOCIAL	
  RIGHTS,	
  
2009,	
  15.	
  Although	
  the	
  easing	
  of	
  
exports	
  of	
  agricultural	
  products	
  has	
  a	
  
posi9ve	
  impact	
  in	
  addressing	
  food	
  
shortages	
  and	
  contributes	
  towards	
  the	
  
realiza9on	
  of	
  the	
  right	
  to	
  food	
  for	
  
Cubans,	
  the	
  export	
  of	
  medicines	
  and	
  
medical	
  equipment	
  con9nues	
  to	
  be	
  
severely	
  limited	
  and	
  has	
  a	
  detrimental	
  
impact	
  on	
  the	
  progressive	
  realiza9on	
  of	
  
the	
  right	
  to	
  the	
  highest	
  aZainable	
  
standard	
  of	
  health.	
  	
  

Repeal	
  the	
  Cuban	
  Adjustment	
  Act	
  

Harm:	
  Cuban	
  Adjustment	
  Act	
  is	
  a	
  Racist	
  
policy	
  

Inherency:	
  	
  Wet	
  Foot/Dry	
  Foot	
  is	
  U.S.	
  
policy	
  

Solvency:	
  Repeal	
  the	
  CAA	
  
Joyce	
  Hughes,	
  (Prof.,	
  Law,	
  Northwestern	
  
U.	
  School	
  of	
  Law),	
  ST.	
  THOMAS	
  LAW	
  
REVIEW,	
  Spr.	
  2011,	
  215-­‐216.	
  Some	
  
academics	
  have	
  charged	
  that	
  the	
  CAA	
  
promotes	
  racial	
  inequality	
  and	
  a	
  racist	
  
immigra9on	
  policy.	
  "They	
  assert	
  that	
  the	
  
only	
  significant	
  difference	
  between	
  
Hai9an	
  and	
  Cuban	
  refugees	
  is	
  that	
  
Cubans	
  tend	
  to	
  be	
  white,	
  while	
  Hai9ans	
  
tend	
  to	
  be	
  black,"	
  and	
  that	
  the	
  policy	
  of	
  
welcoming	
  Cubans	
  while	
  rejec9ng	
  
Hai9ans,	
  who	
  are	
  fleeing	
  equally	
  
miserable	
  -­‐	
  if	
  not	
  worse	
  -­‐	
  condi9ons,	
  is	
  
unjus9fiable.	
  	
  

Sale	
  of	
  Telecommunica9on	
  Gear	
  

Harm:	
  Human	
  rights	
  abuses	
  and	
  absence	
  of	
  
democracy	
  in	
  Cuba	
  

Inherency:	
  	
  Embargo	
  limits	
  Cuba’s	
  Internet	
  access	
  
Solvency:	
  
David	
  Perez,	
  (J.D.,	
  Yale	
  Law	
  School),	
  HARVARD	
  LATINO	
  
LAW	
  REVIEW,	
  Spr.	
  2010,	
  233.	
  By	
  en9rely	
  elimina9ng	
  
the	
  communica9ons	
  plank	
  of	
  the	
  economic	
  sanc9ons,	
  
the	
  U.S.	
  will	
  have	
  removed	
  a	
  serious	
  barrier	
  to	
  
construc9ve	
  academic	
  and	
  cultural	
  exchanges.	
  Many	
  
of	
  these	
  exchanges	
  involve	
  ordinary	
  Cubans	
  who	
  
would	
  otherwise	
  be	
  leB	
  rudderless	
  without	
  
communica9ons	
  equipment	
  to	
  link	
  with	
  their	
  
American	
  counterparts.	
  By	
  encouraging	
  nonpoli9cal	
  
contact	
  between	
  Cuban	
  academics,	
  cultural	
  elites,	
  and	
  
even	
  athletes,	
  the	
  U.S.	
  could	
  circumvent	
  the	
  
totalitarian	
  strictures	
  set	
  up	
  by	
  the	
  Cuban	
  regime	
  to	
  
isolate	
  its	
  own	
  people.	
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Microfinance	
  Assistance	
  to	
  Cuban	
  
Entrepreneurs	
  

Harm:	
  Human	
  rights	
  abuses	
  and	
  absence	
  of	
  
democracy	
  in	
  Cuba	
  

Inherency:	
  	
  Embargo	
  prevents	
  assistance	
  to	
  
entrepreneurs	
  

Solvency:	
  Jorge	
  Mas	
  Santos,	
  (Dir.	
  Cuban	
  American	
  
Na9onal	
  Founda9on),	
  A	
  NEW	
  COURSE	
  FOR	
  U.S.-­‐CUBA	
  
POLICY:	
  ADVANCING	
  PEOPLE-­‐DRIVEN	
  CHANGE,	
  2012,	
  
8.	
  Permiqng	
  Cuban-­‐Americans	
  and	
  others,	
  under	
  
license,	
  to	
  send	
  cash,	
  building	
  materials,	
  agricultural	
  
implements	
  and	
  provide	
  services	
  to	
  independent,	
  
private	
  entrepreneurs	
  not	
  affiliated	
  with	
  the	
  regime	
  
for	
  the	
  establishment	
  of	
  micro-­‐enterprises,	
  such	
  as	
  
ar9sans	
  and	
  family-­‐owned	
  small	
  businesses,	
  and	
  the	
  
building	
  and	
  repair	
  of	
  private	
  family	
  residences	
  
affected	
  by	
  last	
  season's	
  hurricanes	
  would	
  have	
  an	
  
indelible	
  and	
  immediate	
  impact	
  on	
  the	
  growth	
  of	
  
Cuba's	
  independent	
  economic	
  sector	
  and	
  civil	
  society	
  
as	
  a	
  whole.	
  	
  

Replace	
  the	
  Kuhn	
  Direc9ve	
  

Harm:	
  Defec9on	
  of	
  baseball	
  players	
  dangerous	
  
Inherency:	
  	
  Rooney	
  Rule	
  treats	
  Cuban	
  players	
  unfairly	
  
Solvency:	
  	
  
Rachel	
  Solomon,	
  (J.D.	
  Candidate,	
  Hofstra	
  U.	
  School	
  of	
  
Law),	
  JOURNAL	
  OF	
  INTERNATIONAL	
  BUSINESS	
  AND	
  
LAW,	
  2011,	
  178-­‐179.	
  The	
  current	
  MLB	
  rules,	
  which	
  
encourages	
  Cuban	
  baseball	
  players	
  to	
  defect,	
  is	
  flawed	
  
and	
  there	
  are	
  many	
  plausible	
  plans	
  to	
  remedy	
  them.	
  In	
  
September	
  of	
  1995,	
  a	
  year	
  before	
  the	
  enactment	
  of	
  
the	
  Helms-­‐Burton	
  Act,	
  U.S.	
  Representa9ve	
  Jose	
  E.	
  
Serrano,	
  introduced	
  House	
  Bill	
  2311,	
  "A	
  Bill	
  to	
  Waive	
  
Certain	
  Prohibi9ons	
  With	
  Respect	
  to	
  Na9onals	
  of	
  Cuba	
  
Coming	
  to	
  the	
  United	
  States	
  to	
  Play	
  Organized	
  
Baseball."	
  This	
  bill,	
  now	
  called	
  the	
  "Baseball	
  Diplomacy	
  
Act,"	
  creates	
  an	
  excep9on	
  to	
  the	
  embargo,	
  allowing	
  
Cubans	
  to	
  enter	
  America	
  on	
  a	
  visa	
  to	
  play	
  baseball.	
  	
  

De-­‐militarize	
  the	
  Merida	
  Ini9a9ve	
  

Harm:	
  Militariza9on	
  of	
  the	
  drug	
  war	
  kills	
  tens	
  of	
  
thousands	
  in	
  Mexico	
  

Inherency:	
  	
  Congress	
  pushes	
  Nieto	
  to	
  con9nue	
  
militariza9on	
  of	
  the	
  drug	
  war	
  

Solvency:	
  David	
  Shirk,	
  (Prof.,	
  Poli9cal	
  Science	
  &	
  
Dir.,	
  Trans-­‐Border	
  Ins9tute	
  at	
  the	
  University	
  of	
  San	
  
Diego),	
  THE	
  DRUG	
  WAR	
  IN	
  MEXICO,	
  2011,	
  24-­‐25.	
  In	
  
its	
  provision	
  of	
  aid,	
  the	
  United	
  States	
  should	
  put	
  
greater	
  emphasis	
  on	
  soB	
  economic	
  and	
  
educa9onal	
  assistance	
  in	
  addi9on	
  to	
  hard	
  security	
  
assistance.	
  The	
  U.S.	
  Congress	
  should	
  fully	
  fund	
  the	
  
Obama	
  administra9on's	
  request	
  for	
  $66	
  million	
  in	
  
economic	
  and	
  development	
  assistance	
  for	
  FY2012
—more	
  than	
  doubling	
  the	
  amount	
  provided	
  in	
  
FY2010.	
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Legalize	
  Marijuana	
  

Harm:	
  Tens	
  of	
  thousands	
  of	
  drug	
  cartel	
  deaths	
  in	
  
Mexico	
  

Inherency:	
  	
  U.S.	
  commitment	
  to	
  failed	
  drug	
  war	
  
Solvency:	
  	
  
Ted	
  Galen	
  Carpenter,	
  (Sr.	
  Fellow,	
  Cato	
  Ins9tute),	
  
THE	
  FIRE	
  NEXT	
  DOOR:	
  MEXICO'S	
  DRUG	
  
VIOLENCE	
  AND	
  THE	
  DANGER	
  TO	
  AMERICA,	
  2012,	
  
264.	
  The	
  most	
  effec9ve	
  way	
  to	
  deal	
  with	
  the	
  
murderous	
  traffickers	
  is	
  to	
  greatly	
  reduce	
  the	
  
"Croesus-­‐like"	
  fortunes	
  available	
  to	
  the	
  cartels.	
  
And	
  the	
  only	
  realis9c	
  way	
  to	
  do	
  that	
  is	
  to	
  bite	
  
the	
  bullet	
  and	
  end	
  the	
  policy	
  of	
  drug	
  prohibi9on
—preferably	
  in	
  whole—but	
  at	
  least	
  in	
  part,	
  
star9ng	
  with	
  the	
  legaliza9on	
  of	
  marijuana.	
  	
  

Stop	
  Flow	
  of	
  Assault	
  Weapons	
  
to	
  Mexico	
  

Harm:	
  Tens	
  of	
  thousands	
  of	
  drug	
  cartel	
  deaths	
  
Inherency:	
  	
  Lax	
  U.S.	
  laws	
  allow	
  assault	
  weapons	
  
Solvency:	
  Eric	
  Olson,	
  (Sr.	
  Associate,	
  Mexico	
  

Ins9tute,	
  Woodrow	
  Wilson	
  Interna9onal	
  Center	
  
for	
  Scholars),	
  A	
  SHARED	
  RESPONSIBILITY:	
  

COUNTERNARCOTICS	
  AND	
  CITIZEN	
  SECURITY	
  IN	
  
THE	
  AMERICAS,	
  Senate	
  Hearing,	
  Mar.	
  31,	
  2011,	
  

59.	
  The	
  U.S.	
  Government	
  has	
  a	
  historic	
  
opportunity	
  to	
  assist	
  the	
  Government	
  of	
  Mexico	
  

to	
  reduce	
  the	
  violence	
  and	
  weaken	
  
transna9onal	
  criminal	
  organiza9ons	
  opera9ng	
  
from	
  Mexico.	
  Helping	
  curb	
  access	
  to	
  large	
  
quan99es	
  of	
  sophis9cated	
  firearms	
  and	
  

ammuni9on	
  and	
  thus	
  their	
  ability	
  to	
  carry	
  out	
  
atroci9es	
  against	
  civilians	
  and	
  overpower	
  

Mexican	
  authori9es	
  is	
  one	
  cri9cal	
  way	
  the	
  U.S.	
  
Government	
  can	
  address	
  this	
  serious	
  threat	
  to	
  
Mexico	
  and	
  increasingly	
  to	
  the	
  United	
  States.	
  	
  

Promote	
  Fair	
  Trade	
  in	
  Mexico	
  

Harm:	
  Poverty	
  among	
  Mexican	
  farmers	
  
Inherency:	
  	
  Free	
  trade	
  undermines	
  fair	
  trade	
  
Solvency:	
  	
  
Shima	
  Baradaran,	
  (Prof.,	
  Law,	
  Brigham	
  Young	
  
U.),	
  COLUMBIA	
  HUMAN	
  RIGHTS	
  LAW	
  REVIEW,	
  
Fall	
  2011,	
  40.	
  Fair	
  trade	
  is	
  not	
  a	
  charity	
  or	
  an	
  
aid	
  organiza9on,	
  but	
  is	
  a	
  product	
  cer9fica9on	
  
scheme	
  that	
  considers	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  costs	
  of	
  
produc9on-­‐-­‐direct	
  and	
  indirect-­‐-­‐rather	
  than	
  
just	
  market	
  condi9ons	
  to	
  determine	
  how	
  
much	
  to	
  compensate	
  workers	
  and	
  producers.	
  
In	
  this	
  way,	
  fair	
  trade	
  is	
  able	
  to	
  address	
  the	
  
root	
  causes	
  of	
  poverty	
  by	
  connec9ng	
  actors	
  
all	
  along	
  the	
  trading	
  chain,	
  rather	
  than	
  
focusing	
  on	
  stricter	
  compliance	
  from	
  isolated	
  
actors.	
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Stop	
  Laundering	
  of	
  Mexican	
  
Drug	
  Cartel	
  Money	
  

Harm:	
  Tens	
  of	
  thousands	
  of	
  drug	
  cartel	
  deaths	
  
Inherency:	
  	
  Lax	
  U.S.	
  money	
  laundering	
  laws	
  
Solvency:	
  	
  Clare	
  Seelke,	
  (Specialist	
  in	
  La9n	
  
American	
  Affairs,	
  Congressional	
  Research	
  
Service),	
  THE	
  MERIDA	
  INITIATIVE,	
  2010,	
  16.	
  
Interrup9ng	
  the	
  flow	
  of	
  money	
  from	
  drug	
  sales	
  in	
  
the	
  United	
  States	
  to	
  Mexico,	
  es9mated	
  to	
  range	
  
from	
  $15	
  billion	
  to	
  $25	
  billion	
  annually,	
  may	
  be	
  
one	
  of	
  the	
  most	
  effec9ve	
  ways	
  to	
  disrupt	
  the	
  
ac9vi9es	
  of	
  the	
  Mexican	
  DTOs.	
  A	
  por9on	
  of	
  this	
  
money	
  is	
  used	
  to	
  buy	
  weapons	
  in	
  the	
  United	
  
States	
  to	
  arm	
  the	
  DTOs	
  and	
  their	
  drug	
  enforcers.	
  
Other	
  drug	
  proceeds	
  are	
  used	
  to	
  corrupt	
  law	
  
enforcement	
  and	
  public	
  officials	
  enabling	
  the	
  
DTOs	
  to	
  con9nue	
  to	
  operate	
  with	
  impunity.	
  	
  

Provide	
  a	
  Fair	
  Guestworker	
  
Program	
  for	
  Immigrants	
  

Harm:	
  Poverty	
  	
  
Inherency:	
  	
  Unfair	
  guestworker	
  program	
  
Solvency:	
  Bill	
  Hing,	
  (Prof.,	
  Law,	
  U.	
  of	
  San	
  
Francisco	
  School	
  of	
  Law),	
  ETHICAL	
  BORDERS:	
  
NAFTA,	
  GLOBALIZATION,	
  AND	
  MEXICAN	
  
MIGRATION,	
  2010,	
  157.	
  Instead	
  of	
  short-­‐term	
  
"guest-­‐worker"	
  visas	
  similar	
  to	
  those	
  proposed	
  
for	
  several	
  years	
  by	
  President	
  Bush,	
  labor	
  
shortages	
  should	
  be	
  filled	
  with	
  workers	
  with	
  
full	
  rights,	
  a	
  path	
  to	
  permanent	
  residence,	
  
and,	
  if	
  they	
  choose,	
  ci9zenship.	
  Congress	
  has	
  
arbitrarily	
  set	
  the	
  number	
  of	
  employment-­‐
based	
  admissions	
  for	
  permanent	
  visas	
  at	
  
140,000	
  annually.	
  This	
  number	
  falls	
  far	
  short	
  
of	
  sa9sfying	
  the	
  actual	
  need	
  for	
  visas	
  based	
  on	
  
the	
  U.S.	
  demand	
  for	
  labor	
  and	
  family	
  
reunifica9on.	
  	
  

Promote	
  the	
  Sending	
  of	
  
Collec9ve	
  RemiZances	
  

Harm: Poverty in Mexico 
Inherency: Collective remittances are not tax 

deductible now 
Solvency: Mar9n	
  Chavez,	
  (J.D.	
  Candidate),	
  NEW	
  
YORK	
  UNIVERSITY	
  JOURNAL	
  OF	
  LEGISLATION	
  AND	
  
PUBLIC	
  POLICY,	
  2011,	
  584.	
  Governments	
  and	
  
economists	
  are	
  enthusias9c	
  about	
  personal	
  
remiZances	
  because	
  they	
  have	
  been	
  shown	
  to	
  
alleviate	
  poverty	
  in	
  developing	
  countries.	
  In	
  one	
  
widely	
  cited	
  study,	
  researchers	
  found	
  that	
  a	
  "10%	
  
increase	
  in	
  per	
  capita	
  official	
  interna9onal	
  
remiZances	
  will	
  lead,	
  on	
  average,	
  to	
  a	
  3.5%	
  decline	
  in	
  
the	
  share	
  of	
  people	
  living	
  in	
  poverty."	
  A	
  similar	
  World	
  
Bank	
  study	
  found	
  that	
  remiZances	
  have	
  decreased	
  
"extreme	
  poverty"	
  by	
  more	
  than	
  35%	
  in	
  Mexico,	
  the	
  
Dominican	
  Republic,	
  and	
  El	
  Salvador,	
  and	
  have	
  cut	
  
"moderate	
  poverty"	
  by	
  an	
  average	
  of	
  19%.	
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Reform	
  the	
  Interna9onal	
  
Border	
  Water	
  Commission	
  

Harm: Right of access to water 
Inherency: IBWC is dysfunctional now 
Solvency: Reform the IBWC 
Robert	
  McCarthy,	
  (Former	
  General	
  Counsel,	
  
Interna9onal	
  Boundary	
  and	
  Water	
  Commission),	
  
UNIVERSITY	
  OF	
  DENVER	
  WATER	
  LAW	
  REVIEW,	
  Spr.	
  
2011,	
  253.	
  Pollu9on	
  in	
  the	
  Tijuana	
  River	
  is	
  so	
  
excessive	
  that	
  many	
  beaches	
  have	
  been	
  closed	
  to	
  
swimming,	
  and	
  there	
  have	
  been	
  alarming	
  reports	
  of	
  a	
  
rising	
  incidence	
  of	
  infant	
  brain	
  anencephaly	
  near	
  
Tijuana	
  and	
  San	
  Diego.	
  The	
  IBWC's	
  perceived	
  
mismanagement	
  of	
  the	
  sewage	
  problem	
  was	
  
summarized	
  this	
  way	
  twenty	
  years	
  ago:	
  Through	
  the	
  
years,	
  moun9ng	
  cri9cisms	
  of	
  IBWC	
  suggest	
  that	
  it	
  is	
  
nonresponsive	
  and	
  perhaps	
  even	
  counterproduc9ve	
  
in	
  solving	
  problems.	
   

Cross-­‐Border	
  Smart	
  Electrical	
  
Grid	
  

Harm:	
  Energy	
  crisis/global	
  warming	
  
Inherency:	
  Lack	
  of	
  smart	
  grid	
  holds	
  back	
  
wind	
  power	
  

Solvency:	
  Duncan	
  Wood,	
  (Dir.,	
  Mexico	
  
Ins9tute	
  at	
  Woodrow	
  Wilson	
  
Interna9onal	
  Center	
  for	
  Scholars),	
  NEW	
  
IDEAS	
  FOR	
  A	
  NEW	
  ERA:	
  POLICY	
  OPTIONS	
  
FOR	
  THE	
  NEXT	
  STAGE	
  IN	
  U.S.-­‐MEXICO	
  
RELATIONS,	
  Jan.	
  2013,	
  43.	
  The	
  poten9al	
  
for	
  wind	
  power	
  in	
  the	
  states	
  of	
  Baja	
  
California	
  and	
  Tamaulipas	
  is	
  huge,	
  
although	
  it	
  is	
  currently	
  held	
  back	
  by	
  cross-­‐
border	
  transmission	
  challenges.	
  	
  

Stop	
  Funding	
  Opposi9on	
  
Groups	
  in	
  Venezuela	
  

Harm:	
  Democracy	
  undermined	
  
Inherency:	
  U.S.	
  funds	
  opposi9on	
  groups	
  
Solvency:	
  Daniel	
  Hellinger,	
  (Prof.,	
  Poli9cal	
  
Science,	
  Webster	
  U.),	
  GLOBAL	
  SECURITY	
  WATCH:	
  
VENEZUELA,	
  2012,	
  168.	
  To	
  make	
  progress	
  
beyond	
  this	
  gesture,	
  the	
  United	
  States	
  needs	
  to	
  
recalibrate	
  policy	
  not	
  just	
  toward	
  Venezuela	
  but	
  
also	
  toward	
  the	
  en9re	
  La9n	
  American	
  region.	
  
Decoupling	
  support	
  for	
  democracy	
  and	
  human	
  
rights	
  from	
  insistence	
  on	
  a	
  neoliberal	
  model	
  
would	
  be	
  the	
  founda9on	
  for	
  such	
  a	
  
recalibra9on.	
  Furthermore;	
  the	
  United	
  States	
  
must	
  accept	
  significant	
  hemispheric	
  changes	
  
that	
  have	
  been	
  major	
  goals	
  of	
  Venezuela's	
  
petro-­‐diplomacy	
  but	
  have	
  broader	
  support	
  
throughout	
  the	
  region.	
  	
  


